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ARTIST EMPLOYMENTIN 1987
 

1,503,000 Americans were employed in eleven artist occupationa] groups in 
1987--an increase of 4.5 percent (64,000 persons) from 1986--accordlng to data 
released by. the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) i~n Januaryf988. This was 
more than’doubte~the.employment growth Inartist"occupa~ioBs recorded in
 
1986. ’ Employment growth in 1987 for a11 Professional .SpeCialty Occupations
 
and for All Civilian Horkers was 3.7 percent and2..6 percent, respectively..
 

The combined unemployment rate for artist occupations decreased 0.6 percent
 
from 4.1 percent in 1986 to 3.5 percent in 1987. The decrease In the
 
unemployment rate for the combined artist: group~ was larger, than.t.hat For
 

.....	 Professional Specialty OccupatlonS (0.2 percent), but not as large as that for
 
A11Clvillan Horkers (0.8 percent)..
 

Among the individual artist occupations, unemployment rates increased For
 
actorsldirectors, musicians/composers, painters/sculptors/craft artlstslartlst
 
printmakers, and photographers; but decreased for the occupations of
 
announcers, architects, authors, designers, teachers of art, drama and music
 
(higher ed.), and artists not elsewhere classified. Unemployment rates For
 
dancers were not calculated because the number of persons in this occupation
 
group is too small for reliable estimates.
 

The 1987 artist labor force (1,558,000 employed and unemployed artists)
 
increased by 3.9 percent from 1986. This increase was greater than the change
 
for Professional Speciality Occupations (3.5 percent) and for All Civillan
 
Horkers (I.7 percent).
 

Employment Trends
 

Overall civlllan employment has increased rapidly since 1983 and unemployment
 
has decllned as the natlonal economy continued its expansion and recovery from
 
the 1981-82 recession. Employment among the comblned artist occupations also
 
increased since 1983 (the first year in whlch the present classlflcatlon
 
system was used), and at a pace (22.9 percent) nearly twice that of total
 
civlllan employment (11.5 percent). Professional Speclallty Occupations
 
employment increased 12.5 percent between 1983 and 1987. The unemployment
 
rate for A11 Clv111an ~orkers decllned from 9.6 percent in 1983 to 6.2 percent
 
in 1987, for Professlonal Speciality Occupations the decline was from 3.0 to
 
2.0 percent and for artists the decline was from 6.0 to 3.5 percent.
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The employment trends since 19B3 for individual artist occupational groups
 
were somewhat mixed. Teachers of art,. drama and music (higher ed.), for
 
example, showed a decline in employment of nearly 5 percent from 19B3 to
 
1987. On the other hand, employment for both dancers and announcers increased
 
byover 50 percent during this time period, For actors and directors the
 
increase was 4? percent. The following paragraphs describe in more detail the
 
changes for the individual artist occupation groups over the last year and
 
over the five year period from 1983 to 1987~~
 

....Actors and Directors - While the. unemp!oyment rate for this group
 
-,	 increased.~between~.l:986 and 1987, from 71,7 perce~t,.to: 9.B.~-percent,~: the 1987
 

rate was,substantially below the 1983 rate of .15.7:~percent. Furthermore .....
 
the number of employed actors and directors in"1987 (8B,O00) was 46.7 ....
 

’ percent greater than. the:number’ employed in ’1983.-,. The actors and-

directors labor force grew by 38 percent from 1983 to 19B7.
 

Announcers - The unemployment rate for announcers declined from 5.9
 
.................... percen~"-i!in ,1988to 4.7 percent ’in ...... 1987andthenumber ofempl"oyed
 

" announcers increased from 55,000 to 59,000. Since 1983, the number of
 
employed, announcers has. increased by over 55 percents-the largest
 
percentage increase in employment among artist occupations. The
 
unemployment rate for announcers decreased from 6.7 percent to 4.7 percent
 
over the period.
 

Architects - Employment for architects rose to 135,000 in 1987, an
 
increase of 3,000 from 1986: and unemployment was l,O00, down by 2,000.
 
Consequently, the unemployment rate for architects declined from 1.9
 
percent to 1.0 percent in 1987. Since 1983, employment among architects
 
has increased 31 percent, while unemployment has declined by 80 percent.
 
This has resulted in a dramatic decline in their unemployment rate--from
 
4.3 percent in 1983 to 1 percent in 1987. It should be remembered that
 
the employment of architects follows general business cycles to an
 
important degree and 1983 was a year of high unemployment nationally as a
 
result of the 1981-82 recession.
 

Authors - The number of employed authors increased from 75,000 to 85,000
 
in 1987. Unemployment among authors declined from 2,000 to 1,000. This
 
resulted in a substantial unemployment rate decline--from 2.6 percent to
 
0.8 percent. The number of employed authors rose from 62,000 in 1983 to
 
85,000 in 1987, and their unemployment rate declined from 2.5 percent in
 
1983 to 0.8 percent in 1987. It should be noted, however, that much of
 
the employment in this occupation is self-employment and often is at low
 
earnings levels.
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Dancers - The employment level for dancers did not change over the .year 
and remained at 15,000 in 1987. However, this was 50 percent higher than 
the employment level for dancers in 1983; The labor force for dancers 
also increased substantially--from 12,000 in 1983 to 16,000 in 1987. The 
sampling error is large for dancers because of the extremely small size of 
this occultation group (less than half th~~labOr force size of~ the next 
smallest artist occupation). As a result, reliable estimates of 
unemployment rates for dancers are not possible from this data base. 

Designers - The number of employed designers rose by almost 10 percent
 
between 1986 and. 1987--increasing from..484,:O00 i.n .-198& to 531-,000 .in
 
1987...: Unemployment-among des.igners-decl~ned-f,rom~.20~OOO.,In, 1986 Go. ~;5,000.’~ ....
 
in 1987. As a-result, the unemployment rate dropped’from 4.0 percent to
 
2.?~percen~ Since 1983, the number of emp1oyed designers has increased
 
by more:than;~one-third and the number, ofune~ployed~de~gners"~ha~eciilned¯
 
by almost~a third. This resulted in a steep decline in unemployment rate
 
from 5.2 percent to 2.7 percent.
 

Musician/Composers - The number of empioyedmusicianslcomposers’~;ncreased ..........
 
from 164.,000 :in1986 to 169,000-in .1987. iThe .... numb6r of.. unemployed
 
muslcians, however, also rose from 7,000 to 8,000. Thl,s resulted in an
 
increase in the unemployment rate for muslcianslcomposers from 3.9 percent
 
to 4.7 percent. Not only dld the unemployment rate For
 
musicians/composers increase over the year, but musicianslcomposers had
 
one of the smallest increases in employment among artlst occupatlons since
 
1983. 14,000 more musicianlcomposers ~.were. employed ..in 1987. than .... in ....
 
1983--an increase of only 9 percent. The number of unemployed music.1.ans
 
dld, however, decline by almost 47-percent... Thelr.unemployment=-rate
 
1983 was~8,6 percent compared to 4.7 percent.in 1987. ".
 

Painters/Sculptors/Craft Artists/Artist Printmakers - 191,000 painters/
 
sculptors.., were employed in 1987 compared with 189,000 in 1986.
 
Unemployment among painters/sculptors.., also increased by the same
 
amount. The unemployment rate rose from 2.7 percent to 3.4 percent
 
between 1986 and 1987. Furthermore, painterslsculptors.., was the on]y
 
artist occupation group to have a higher unemployment rate in 1987 than In
 
1983. The number of unemployed painterslsculptors.., rose between 1983
 
and 1987 from 6,000 to 7,000. The increase in employment For
 
palnters/sculptors over this five year period was only 5,000, less than 3
 
percent. As for authors, there is substantial self-employment In thls
 
occupation at low earnings levels.
 

Photoqraphers - Photographers not only had a drop in employment over the
 
year from 127,000 in 1986 and to ]26,000 in 1987, but also a 25 percent
 
increase In the number unemployed. This was the only artist occupation
 
that had both a drop in employment and an increase in unemployment over
 
the year. As a result, the unemployment rate for photographers Increased
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from 2.7 percent in 1986 to 4.0 percent in 1987. Since 1983, however,
 
photographers .have shown an increase in employment, although not as.large
 
as in many other artist occupations. Employment for photographers
 
increased by 11.5 percent over the five year period (from 118,000 to
 
126,000). and unemployment decreased by,17~.percent.(from 6,000 to 5,~000).
 
This resulted in a decline in the unemployment rate for photographers from~
 

5 percent to 4 percent.
 

Teachers of Art, Drama, and Music (higher ed.) - The employment situation 
for teachers of art, drama, and music in institutions of higher education 
was ess.ent1~ally unchanged in 1987..compar~d~..to 1986.... Their..unemployment 
rate decllned.sllghtly from 1.9.percent.to 1.6 percent as dld the number. 
of employed teachers from 42,000 to 40,000.., Simi.larly, from 1983to 1987 
there was very little change. The unemployment.-rate:fqr~..teachers of..art,- ¯ 
drama and music dropped only slightly from 2.2 percent to 1.6 percent over 
the time period. Their employment level in 1987 (40,000) was s11ghtly 
below their 1983 level (42,000). 

Other Artists (not elsewhere classifled) .... - EmploYment -decllned .....
 
substantlally for other artists (not elsewhere classifled) from 1986 to
 
1987. 6,000 fewer persons were employed in thls broad occupation group In
 
1987 that includes such diverse artists as puppeteers, maglclans,
 
acrobatlc performers, etc. However, the number of unemployed persons in
 
thls category declined by an even larger percentage (50 percent) than the
 
number employed (8.6 percent). Thls resulted in a drop In their ¯
 
unemployment rate from 7.8 percent to 4.5 percent. Since 1983, only 3,000
 
addltlonal jobs became avallable in thl.s occupation group, an increase of
 
less than 5 .percent. Unemployment among, thls group, .however, was. 40
 
percent lower in 1987 than in 1983.
 

CAVEATS: Thls Research Divislon Note on artist employment trends is the fifth
 
employing the new Occupational Classification System put into effect In the
 
Current Population Survey in 1983. The changes improve the consistency and
 
accuracy of the artlst occupational groups. Care should be used In comparing
 
these data with data from earller years in Research Divislon Reports and Notes
 
when the previous Occupatlonal Classificatlon System was In effect (see
 
Research D1vlslon Note #?).
 



   

  

                         

Table Z. &r~tst Labor Force, ~plo~e~t sod ~e~lo~t 
1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, sod 1987 

Total. All Civilian Vorkers
hpl07od llg.86S,O00 117.834.000 11S.462.000 1i3.$44.000 lll.SSO.O00 
UnouplOTod 
Unm~lo)~et rate 

212,440,000 
7,425,000 

6.2~ 

109,597,000 
8,237,000 

7.0~ 

~07,1SO,O00 
8,312,000 

7.2~ 

$05,005,000 
8,539,000 

7.5~ 9.6~ 
Protesstonll Snecliltty 
On�eDition 

hploTod 
Unemployed 

14,726.000 
14,426,000 

300,000 
2.OIL 

14,228,000 
13,gll,O00 

317,000 
2.~ 

13,g46sOOO 
13,630,000 

316,000 
2.3~ 

. 

13.629.000 
13,286,000 

343,000 
~.S~ 

13.219.00n 
12,820,000 

399,000 
3.05L 

Uoeu~lo~od 
Ueemplo~eet rate 

1.558.000 
1,303,000 

S5,QO0 
3.~ 

l.SO0.O00 
1,43g,000 

61,000 
4.1~ 

1.482.~)0 
1,4ll,O00 

71,000 " 
S.~ 

1.41|.009 
1,3Sl,O00 

67,000 
4.~. 

1,223,000 
78,000 

6.~ 
¯ ctora end Dire©tO~~ 

One.loWed 
~e~plo~t rate 

&noo~ncer~ 
~’ployed 

~e~lo~nt rite 

62.000 
5g ,000

’. 3,ooo
4.rL " 

$8.0~ 
55,000
3,ooo
5.9~ 

_ 5~ .00~ 
Sl,O00
"~ooo’*’~ 

S.3S " 

59,000 
55,000 

., 4,~
6.2~ 

,41.01~ ~,~.. 
3,oo0. 

At©hitachi 

Ueemplo~l 
Uee~lopeet rate 

136.000 
¯ 135,000 

1,000
Z.O~ 

!35,000
132,000 

3,000
1.9~ 

133,000
"~30,000 

3,000 
2.Zl, 

" 
109.000 
107,000 

2,000
l.~& 

"108.0(~0
103,000 

5,000
4.$~, 

Un~loyed 
U~eu~lo]meUt"ra~e 

86.000 
85,000 

~ 1,000 

77.000 
7S,000 
2,000 " 

71.000 
70,000 
,1,000 

1.4~ 

72.~ 
71,000 
¯ 1,000 

64.0o0 
62,000 
2,~ 

~es~loyod 

16.000 
1S,O00 

18.0QO 
IS,OO0 

17.000 
IS,OOO 

14.000 
12,000 

12.0QQ 
10,000 

~e~lo~t rate 

~loyod 
~eeq~lopud 

54~. o9o 
:531,000 
15,000 

2.~/, 

304.o00 
484,000 
20,000 

4.0~ 

5o4. oQo 
48~ ,000 

20,000 
3.9S 

466.9o9 
448,000 
18,000 

3.9~ 

41s.o99 
393,000 
22,000 

S.2S 

Sn~loyod 
I~employod 
Uaemplo~mmt rite 

177.0OO 
z6g,o00 

8,000 
4.~L 

171,000 
164,000 

7,~ 
3.9L 

~ 
IS2,000 

11,000 
6.5~ 

174.000 
161,000 
13,000 

7.3~ 

" 1?0.000 
155,000 

Paleters/Sculptors/ 

~lo~ed 191,000 18g,000 200,000 212,000 186,000U~em~loTed ?,000 S,O00
UaemploJmoot rite 7,000 $,000 ~,0003.4~ 2.7~L 3.25L 3,YK $.35L 

Phototrenherp 131.000 131.0~0 134.000 III.OQO 11~.000~loyed 126,000 127,000 12g,000 123,000 113,000Us~lo]ml S,O00 4,000 5,~ $,000 6,000Unem~lo~u~Utrato 4.OK 2.?K 3.5~ 3.~K $.OK 
Teachers o~ ~. kl. 
and ~li¢ (b|aber ed.) 41.~ 43.~ 42.~ 41.~: 4~.~~loFod 40,~ 

~ko~t rate 

O~her k~tststt 67.Q(~ 76.000 66.000 57.000tnploled 64,000 70,000 62,000 54,000 61,000t~emplo~od 3,000 6,000 4,000 3,000Usemplog~e~t rate
 4.SK ?.~L 5.iS S.8S 1.1S 

* Data base is too small for reliable eittnate 
tt lot elaeehere ¢laaatfied 

112 the neemplo~meet rates IbM it the table (~tth the ezceptioo of tim rates ~o~ ’~11 
tmre ©alcelate~ bl the Bureau of Labor Jts&|attcs ooiq sumoded date. Testators, 
euemplo~ot rates asiaS the roooded levels for ueemplolod sod labor force IbM
~told el|shill different rates. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the hroee of Labor Statistics. 

Research Dtristo~ 
Iottooal redresser fat tJs lrts 



                      

                                

Table 2. Trends in Artist Labor Vorce, l:aplo~ot and Unel~lo~eot 

Chants. 1986-1987 
Level__ Perceotate 

Total. All Civilian Vorkers 
+2,031,000~-ployad ,1.7 +8,315,000+2,843,000U~es~loyed +2.6 ~11,606,000-812,000 +11.5U~mq~loFaeet rate -9.9 -3,292,000 -30.7-.8~ -11.4 -3.4, -35.4 

4.498.000 4.3.5 4-1,507,000¯ 515.000 *3.7 +11.4 
+1,606.000-17,000 -S.4 +12.5-gD,000

-.~L -24.8-9.1 -1.0& -33.3
Artists ,’ 4.58.000~’Ployed 4.3~9 4.237.0004.64,000 ,19.8

~mq~loyod 4.4.3 +280.000-6,000 *22.9-9.8 
- .6" -9.8 

~loFaent rate -23.000 -29.5 
-2.3~ -38.3~ctors sad Oire~tor~ 

*S,O00 4.5.4 *27,000+2,000 4.2.3 *38.0~XoyH 4.28,000 4.46.7+3;000 +S.4 -1,0OO4.2.1, -9.1+27.3 ..... -5.95L -37.6 
+4,000 

4.21,0OO -51.24.4°000~lo~ +21,000 *SS.3 

¯~ -2.0~ "29.9 
4.1o000 - +.? 

4.28.000 *25.9+3,000 4.2.3 +32,000 431.1-2,000 -66.7 ..... .~i ....... -4.000 ¯
 :~80.0 
-3.3~ -76.7 

4.9,OOO ,11.7
4.10,000 *13.3~Io~ *23,000-1,000 +37.1-30.0 

-1.8~~lo~u~ rate -1,000 -SO.0-69.2 

-2,000 -11.1 4.4.000 +33.3 
+5.0OO +SO.O 

~ 

Unemployed 
UnemploFnent rate 

+42.000 
¯ 47,000 
-S,O00 

I Y& 

+8.3 
4.9.7 

-25.0 
-32.5 

+131,0OO 
+138.000 

-7,000 
-2.5, 

+31.6 
+35.1 
-31.8 
-48.1 

~ 
Employed 
Unemployed 

Unml°]meut r ate 

4.6,000 
+S,O00 
4.Z,000 

+.~L 

+3.5 
4.3.1 

+14.3 
+20.5 

+7.000 
4.14,000 
-7,000 
-3.9~ 

4.4.1 
+9.0 

-46.7 
-45.4 

PotnterllScul~__~_s/ 
~rlft Artiata/?-~ 

~ plo~ed 
~1o~ 
~lo~ut fete 

+4,~0 
+2,0~ 
¯ 2,~ 

+-~ 

+2.1 
+1.~ 

*40.0 
+25.~ 

+6,000 
+5,000 
4-I.000 

*.1, 

.3.1 
+2.7 

+16.7 
4.3.0 

Pbot°tranbeFa 
l~ployed 
Unemployed 
U~smplO)leet rate 

-

-1,000 
+1.000 
*I.YL 

"
-.8 

+25.0 
+48.0 

4-12,0OO 
4-13.000 
-1,000 
-1.OK 

*10.1 
+11.$ 
-16.~ 
-20.0 

¯eachere of Art. Drm, 
a~d I~ale (hither od~ 

B~s~loyed 
t~s~ployed 

-2,000 
-2,000 

-4.7 
-4.0 

-2,000 
-2,000 

-4.7 
-4.8 

UnompLo.yueet rate -.3~ 
-15.8 -.6, -27.3 

eyed 
Unmployed 
U~i~lo~meat rate 

-9,000
-6,000 
-3,000 
-3.3~ 

-11.1 
-8.6 

-S0.O 
42 $ 

,1.04)0
+3,000 
-2.000 
-2.6, 

4.1.3 
+4.9 

-40.0 
36 6 

* Data base is too mail for reliable estimate 
et Not elaMere classified 
-- lid|cafes us chaise occurred. 

ALl the uemplo~eet rates aim ta .the table (~ltb the ezceptioo of the rates for "&11 Artists,) 

ma~Lo~at rates ust~ tke r~ lolls f~um~lo~ a~ laplace s~ is tko table ~F 
~ield slilhtl~ different ra~es. 

Source: Uuimbliabed data provided b~ the h~emu of Labor Statistics. 
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